
  

   

  

 

Advent III: The Greening of the Church 
  

We understand the Advent season to be a time for reflection and preparation; its mood is more 
joyful than repentant. Advent celebrations are enriched by various traditions to reflect its 
distinctive Christian meaning. These traditions all seek to proclaim the revelation of God’s love 
as expressed in Christ’s birth in a humble stable, His sacrificial death on the cross, and His 
victorious resurrection! They point to the hope of Christ’s coming again as the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. In a sense, "Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to 
make room for the arrival of the Christ Child."** 
 
I have often wondered about the significance the "greening" of the church.  So, I did a little 
research and found a lovely explanation I wanted to share with those who also wonder. 
 
"Perhaps the most striking and the most universal feature of Christmas is the use of evergreens 
in churches and homes. Among ancient Romans evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, 
and victory. Early Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had entered 
the home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir are called evergreens because they never 
change color. They are ever-green, ever-alive, even in the midst of winter. Thus, they can well 
symbolize the unchanging nature of our God, remind us of the everlasting life that is ours 
through Christ Jesus. 
 
And so it is that once our attention focuses on the celebration of the Incarnation at Christmas 
(liturgically marked on December 17, the first day for the great “O Antiphons”), we “green” our 
worship spaces, anticipating and “making room” for the coming of Christ on Christmas."** 
 
Here is Sunday's bulletin for your advance study. 
 
May the peace and hope of Advent be with you, 
Nancy 
 
** Taken from the website of St. Luke's Episcopal Church of Lebanon, PA.  

 

https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf4bdd00f0331a6f004b245e9&id=79b192a480&e=b24c5a161e


  

 

St. John's Looks Forward to a New Deacon in Near Future 
 

 

 

Have you heard? Father Nate is excited to 
announce that we will be expanding the staff 
of St. John's with the placement of a newly 
ordained Deacon.  William Font (Willie) will 
join us soon as Deacon and will continue his 
work at St. John's when he is ordained to 
the priesthood six months later.  "Willie" was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, and raised in 
Puerto Rico. After graduating from high 
school (1977), he studied history and 
philosophy in college. From 1980 to 1990, 
Willie was a member of the Order of 
Preachers in the Roman Catholic Church. 
He taught as a college professor for 18 
years, and since moving to Oklahoma City 
14 years ago, he has continued teaching at  

 

 

Santa Fe South Charter School. Education runs in his family. Both Willie’s children, Rocio and 
Carlos Alberto are also teachers. In 2019, he started the discernment process to become an 
Episcopal Priest and is in the second year of the Iona School of Formation, affiliated with the 
Seminary of the Southwest. 
 
We are so excited!  God's gift to us in the coming year!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Adult Formation Class 
Last Class on December 11 

 

Final Week of Adult Formation Class 

Dec. 11 - Week 13 - Chapter 15 - 

The Challenge of Paul 

 

  



 

General Parish News 
 

 

 

 
Caring Adults - Help Us!  

Once again, we are reaching out to you 
because we still need attendants for our 
youngsters in the nursery on Sundays.  To 
find out more, please click here to go the 
Signup Genius and volunteer for a Sunday 
that works for you.  We hope to have two 
people each Sunday, ideally one adult and 
one teen, to entertain and watch over our 
little ones.  

 

 

Did you forget to turn in your 2023 pledge?  Never fear - you still have time to fill out a 
pledge form, found on the small table in the Narthex, and turn it in or mail it to the 
office.  Budget meetings began on Monday, December 5, a fair estimate of income essential 
to the discussion. 
 
The Altar Guild has begun the preparations for Advent. The greening of the Church will be 
following the service on the Third Sunday of Advent, Sunday, December 11. At a later time, 
they begin placing poinsettias at the altar, starting with two large pink poinsettias and eventually 
a large display of red, pink and white poinsettias on the altar, surrounding the creche with Mary 
and Joseph. A form has been provided here for donations toward the Christmas Music and 
Flowers.  All flower and music donations will be acknowledged in the Christmas bulletin.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
John Dewar is bringing donuts to the 
monthly meeting of the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew this Saturday, Dec 10 at 8:00 a.m. 
The Gospel lesson for Advent III is Matthew 
11:2-11.  All men of the church are invited to 
gather with this group of faithful men in 
worship, prayer and fellowship.  

 

  

https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf4bdd00f0331a6f004b245e9&id=007b9a5073&e=b24c5a161e
https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf4bdd00f0331a6f004b245e9&id=01237c95ac&e=b24c5a161e


 

 

 
 
Final Reminder 
 
Tonight, FRIDAY, December 9, you will 
be able to bask in the beauty of a 
Christmas Bells concert in the Nave at St. 
John's Church.  The Oklahoma City 
Handbell Ensemble will be performing 
this evening at 7:00 pm.   
 
The concert is free for all to enjoy, but 
donations of any size are always welcome 
to support their program costs.  

 

  

 

Dates to Save for December 
 

 

 

   
 

FREE GIFT WRAPPING 
by Cherie 

 
Elf Cherie is up to her Christmas tricks again 
this year.  Bring your gifts (no limit) and get 
them wrapped and ribboned, ready to go 

under the tree. 
 

Saturday, Dec 17, from 1:00-5:00 pm 
  

(Donations accepted but not required) 

 

  



 

 

 
 
If you missed last year's Hickman Music 
School Holiday Program, you won't want 
to make that mistake again! Hear the spirit 
of Christmas spring forth from the mouths of 
babes. Tuesday, December 13, at 10:00 
AM (Littles) and 1:00 PM (Bigs). Each 
performance is different and has its own 
music and humor.  I love this event!  

 

  

 

 

On Saturday, December 17, St. John's will be helping at the Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma to sort, pack and prepare food for a variety of Regional Food Bank Programs.  We 
helped at the food bank this past summer and it was both fun and meaningful.  Activities may 
include assembling sacks for the Kids Backpack Program, packing food for seniors living on 
fixed incomes, tagging bags, and cleaning.  Children as young as 8 may participate. There 
are also tasks that can be completed sitting down if anyone is concerned about standing for 
a long period of time.   
  
Our volunteer shift is 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and the location is 3355 S. Purdue 
Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73179. 
  
Look for the sign-up sheet in the narthex, table left of WD Hall doors, or e-mail/text Deacon 
Lisa.  Deadline to sign up is December 11. Deacon Lisa will e-mail a confirmation to all 
volunteers after that date. 
  
Questions?  Contact Deacon Lisa at lchronister29@gmail.com or (405) 971-4199  

  

mailto:lchronister29@gmail.com


  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at 6:30 pm, at St. Paul's 
Cathedral for the ordination of Jaron Hill as Deacon.  Evening prayer has been cancelled for 
that evening so that all who wish will be able to attend the ordination and support Jaron on this 
special day.  
 
Save the Date: Sunday, JANUARY 22, for an evening reception to honor Jaron Hill and to 
send him off on his journey in style. Details to follow in upcoming Fab Fridays.  

 

  

 

Please note: More and more services planned for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
Please save the dates for all of these holiday services 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 
St. John's Outreach News and Needs 

  
CAIR-OK – CAIROK's updated, urgent needs include gently used winter clothing for 
elementary through high school students, and for the hygiene shelf, we need shampoo and 
full-size toothpaste. Here is a link to CAIR's Amazon wish list in case you find it more 
convenient to order online and have items delivered directly to CAIR.   
 
Our birthday list for Sunbeam Birthday Boxes for January has two children: 

• Dewinia, January 27 will be 2 yrs. old, is female, and wants coloring books, baby stroller, 
stacking blocks, Coco Melon and baby dolls.  

• Maddie:  January 31, Maddie is 9 yrs. old and likes anything unicorn for her room, pink is her 
favorite color, and she loves craft kits. 

The Homeless Alliance is asking for winter clothing and accessories for their clients: 

• Adult-size gloves and beanies in neutral colors 
• Hand, toe, and body warmers 
• Winter coats and rain ponchos (men’s size L & up) 
• Blankets and sleeping bags 
• Men's jeans and belts 
• Adult-size sweatshirts, hoodies, and long-sleeve t-shirts 
• Men’s and women’s underwear (new only), bras, and long underwear 
• Adult-size sneakers and work boots 

Please, no other items, only what is listed here. There will be a collection basket in the narthex. If 
you would like to donate, we can deliver to the day shelter. 

  

https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf4bdd00f0331a6f004b245e9&id=745d5a117a&e=b24c5a161e


 

 

 
Doug Traywick is active participant in 
Autism Oklahoma gatherings throughout the 
year. He is inviting our Beloved 
Community to join him and make new 
friends at the AutismOklahoma Kringle 
Mingle. The event is at Crossings 
Community Center from 6:00-7:30 pm on 
Monday, December 19. There will be 
karaoke, food and other fun activities to 
enjoy.  Doug has found many friends and 
family there with developmental uniqueness 
and divergence and their supporters.  This is 
a free event for persons 17 and older.    

 

  
   

 

 

  

 

 

  

 


